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self-government. That must manifestly constitute the corner-stone of the new edifice. There are, however, two methods of applying this principle. One is to aim at eventually creating a wholly independent nation in India; the other is gradually to extend local self-government, but with the fixed determination to maintain the supreme control in the hands of Great Britain. It cannot be doubted that the aspirations of a considerable section amongst the educated classes of India now point in the former of these two directions. Speaking only of those who profess the Hindoo religion, their opinions may differ as to the time which should elapse before those aspirations can be satisfied; but so far as I can judge from recent discussions, the only difference between the extremists and moderates is that, whereas the former wish to precipitate, the latter would prefer to delay, the hour of separation.
If India were a single homogeneous nation, the execution of a policy of this sort might perhaps be conceivable.1 But it is nothing
1 I notice in the " Moral and Material Progress Report for 1906-07," p. 161., that one obscure newspaper advo-